
Whales of the Cape

Cape Naturaliste is one of the few places 
where you can see whales from the shore. 
From September to November, blue, 
humpback and southern right whales come 
close to shore off Cape Naturaliste as part 
of their annual southern migration. In total, 
13 species of whales inhabit waters between 
Cape Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin.

Each of these majestic species are 
endangered after centuries of being intensely 
hunted for their meat and oil. Right whales 
were named by whalers as the “right “ whale to 
hunt due to their stocky shape, slow movement 
and buoyancy once harpooned!

Blue whales (Balaenoptera musculus) are the worldʼs largest 
living animal growing up to 27m in length

The song of the humpback whale 
(Megaptera novaeangliae) is the longest 

and most complicated of all animalsʼ

Weighing the same as a large car, the testes of a 
southern right whale (Eubalaena australis) are 

the largest in the animal kingdom

Marine Reserve offi cers save a humpback whale 
entangled in cray pot lines.

Whales for tomorrow
Whaling of right whales was banned in 1935 
and in 1966 for blues and humpbacks. Laws 
were made to protect whales in international 
waters and their numbers are only now 
beginning to recover. 

To protect marine animals and plants, 
international laws must go hand in hand with 
creating Marine Protected Areas.  Such parks 
and reserves protect marine habitats and 
migration corridors from harmful impacts.

    From space, the planet is blue
          From space, the planet is the territory
                  Not of humans, but of the whale

Whale Nation
Heathcote Williams

(1941- ), English poet
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Seasoned travellers

In winter whales move north along 
Australiaʼs coasts to warmer waters. 

Calves are born close to the equator 
where the ocean is warmest. 
Newborn whales only have a thin 
layer of blubber so would suffer in the 
colder waters of the Antarctic.

When summer approaches whales 
head back south to feed on plentiful 
krill and other tiny crustaceans in 
Antarctic waters.

Whales migrate north in winter and south 
in summer

Whales heading north

Whales heading south

Humpback whale resting area

Blue whale resting area

Southern right whale resting area

CAPE 
NATURALISTE

GEOGRAPHE BAY

Rest and relaxation
During their long migration whales need 
rest in protected bays, so make Geographe 
Bay home for a part of the year. 

Blue, humpback and southern right whales 
all rest in Geographe Bay when heading south 
along the Capes coast, sometimes in water only 
10 metres deep.

Humpback and southern right whales rest in 
Flinders Bay at Cape Leeuwin when they 
are northbound. 
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Humpback mother and calf
Photo : ©Chris Burton, Western Whale Research
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